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After the establishment of the church in Colossae, Paul was concerned about the life of the Christians in that church- that befits the life in Christ. In his letter to the Colossians, he moves quickly to the focus of the book, which is preeminence and exaltation of Christ in His work and person. To deter the infection of the Gnostic Judaism to the church of Colossae, Paul writes the “Great Christology” to show the believers of the young church that Jesus is: (1) the sovereign over the creation, (2) manifestation of the invisible God, (3) the creator of the world, (4) Sustainer of the new and old creation, (5) head of the church, and hence the preeminent one of all things. 
In Colossians 1:15, Paul says “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” What does this verse really mean? Apart from the reply against the Gnostic Judaism, Paul wrote this part for the purpose of declaring Christ as the revelation or manifestation of the Supreme God. In Christ, the invisible Lord was made visible. Just to quote the book of John 1:18, the gospel says “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who himself God and is closest relationship with the Father, has made him known” (NIV).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The relation of Christ to the creation is seen in Colossians 1:16-17. The verse reads, “for in Him all things were created…all things have been created through him and for him” (NIV). This verse has a critical meaning regarding the exaltation of Christ. Jesus here is the seen as the Sovereign over all things created. Paul passes a message that Christ holds together all the creation, and He Himself is above all the creation. The three prepositional phrases "by him” (the builder) “through him”, and “unto him” (creation reflects his glory) declares Christ as the agent of all creation and within Himself, all creation plans came forth. The Judaizers claimed that “God did not create the universe because He would not have created evil” (Bruce, p. 21). The power of Christ is further expanded by the mention of “powers, dominion, and thrones” (Col 1:16).
Jesus is said to be the sustainer of all creation. Verse 17 reads "He is before all things, and in him, all things hold together." To hold together means to collect, unite and endure. In this verse, we learn that Messiah did not only brought all things inexistent but also the one that holds them as their conserving power. In this case, since Christ is the creator and Sustainer of all the creation, no one is independent of Him. The Colossians were encouraged to depend on Him for he is not only the beginning and the end of all things but also the existing power in the course of all things.  
The creator of the universe is also the creator of the church. That said, Paul after making the Colossians aware of who created the cosmos, he goes ahead to relate Christ to the church. “And He is the head of the body, the church” (Col 1:18). In his previous epistles to the Corinthians and Romans, the apostle had used the humanoid body as an allegory of the church. Due to the greatly growing hearsay in Colossae, Paul broadens the meaning of the metaphor by declaring the Lord as the head of the church. Here, the body is the church, and the head is Christ. Would a body without head know where to go (no eyes, ears, and brains)? In this case, Christ is the head that signifies His supremacy, right to direct, and authority. The church is connected together to Christ by the spirit and thus, as the body is powerless without the head, so is the church without Christ.
In conclusion, Paul uses the opportunity of the Gnostic Judaism in Colossae to talk about the power, supremacy, and preeminence of the Messiah. Many false teachers of the word tend to come up with theories that disapprove Jesus as being the creator but now as Paul tries to expound, Christians are made aware of the power of Christ.
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